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INTRODUCTION 


Welcome to 
Dual Enrollment 


Welcome to Dual Enrollment at Mendocino College! As a Dual Enrollment 
student, you're embarking on a path that will streamline your educational 
experience, offer accelerated coursework, and connect you with life as a 
college student before you leave high school. 


There are many ways to become a Dual Enrollment student. You might be 
taking a class for college credit as a part of your regular high school 
schedule; you might be enrolled in the Upward Bound program during 
summer term; or, you might be taking classes on-ground at a Mendocino 
College campus. You might also be taking MC classes online. All these are 
ways to earn college credit early, and no matter which way, they make you a 
part of DE at Mendo. 
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What's So Different 
About College? 


From the outside, taking classes as a Dual 
Enrollment student can look a lot like taking 
classes at your high school. This is especially true 
if you're enrolled in a CCAP class, because it's 
often taught by familiar high school staff, takes 
place in your regular high school buildings, and 
happens on the same schedule as your other, 
non-college course. But it's important to 
remember that these classes are college courses, 
and when you take them, you're a college student! 


So what's different about taking a college course? A lot! You may notice a 
bigger workload, more complicated assignments, and higher expectations of 
your course work. You'll sometimes use different programs to access that 
course work, including Canvas. You'll use MyMendo to check your grades and 
see completed courses, and you'll have your very own Mendocino College 
email to check. The grades you receive in your Dual Enrollment courses will 
appear on your high school transcript, but also on your Mendocino College 
transcript, which you'll likely use in future college applications. There's required 
paperwork (CCAP and SPAD forms, Mendocino College applications, etc), and 
Mendocino College has it's own calendar that's different from your high school 
calendar, which may or may not influence your class. Most of all, these 
differences are now yours to keep track of; unlike in high school, where you 
often have counselors, teachers, and even parents helping keep it all straight, 
Dual Enrollment courses will ask you to work more independently, and take 
more responsibility for your own educational track. 


\1/ If this sounds intimidating, don't worry! Every new 
college student - whether in Dual Enrollment or 
not - has to learn the ropes. And, Mendocino 
College is here to help. We have the DE Website 
with a glossary and a FAQ, this student handbook, 
and several staff support members who know what 
DE is all about. We're here to help you succeed, so 
if you have questions, please don't hesitate to 
reach out. 


x 
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Benefits and Perks 


Benefits 


Taking courses at Mendocino College has the 
obvious benefit of earning you college credits, 
but it comes with a host of other great stuff, 
too. As a Mendocino College Dual Enrollment 
student, you have access to everything 
Mendocino College offers its traditional 
students, including campus events, classes, 
and support systems. Bored on a weekend? 
Go check out a production at the Theater 
Department on the Ukiah Campus! Short on 
groceries? Our Basic Needs Food Pantry has 
you covered. Thinking you might need some 
extra support juggling your course load, or 
maybe just someone to talk to about 
everything you've got going on? We offer in- 
person Math and Writing Labs at every 
Center, and free mental health counseling 
through our counseling department. For more 
information, check out the Student Support 
Services section. 


Perks 


Your Mendocino College ID lets you ride 
MTA for free, get discounts at the 


movies and other ticketed events. If you Man, I wish I could be a 
complete at least twelve units as a Dual Dual Enrollment student! 


Enrollment student, you'll get a custom 


Mendocino College Dual Enrollment --Mendocino Coast 8th Grader 


stole to wear at graduation. And, you're 
officially a college student, so anywhere 
college student discounts apply - with 
software, laptop purchases, etc - you're 
in! 


05 


Responsibilities 


As a Dual Enrollment student, you'll have different academic responsibilities 
than when you were only taking high school courses. First, it's important to 
remember that your grades and progress in your Dual Enrollment courses will 
show on your Mendocino College transcript when you apply to other colleges, 
whether for transfer or down the road for post-four-year degrees. Second, it's 
important to take an active role in communicating with your Mendocino College 
courses, and understanding that it's your responsibility to balance your classes 
with the rest of your commitments. That means letting your professors know 
about schedule conflicts like sports and social events, and giving them plenty of 
notice if you're going to miss class (even if they're teaching in your high 
school!). And remember, we want you to succeed! If you need an extension on 
an assignment or other reasonable accommodation, most professors will be 
eager to work with you, as long as you bring up conflicts well before the 
deadline. 


Another great way to keep track of your responsibilities as a Dual Enrollment 
student is your Mendocino College email (for access troubleshooting, check out 
the Student FAQ). You're responsible for the communication that comes 
through this email address, and it's a good thing - in addition to messages from 
your professors, you'll get reminders about add/drop deadlines, notifications 
about any schedule changes or technical issues, and announcements about 
events and happenings around campus. 
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Privacy and FERPA 


When it comes to your privacy as a Dual Enrollment student, you are considered 
an "adult" in the eyes of Mendocino College. That means that your academic 
record - including which classes you're taking, your grades, your schedule, and 
your progress - is between you and your professors. This law, called the Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), applies because you're taking 
college-level courses, and has nothing to do with your age, who you live with, or 
whether you're a dependent. 


FERPA for Dual Enrollment students usually comes up in one of two situations. 
The first is when a Dual Enrollment student's parent is surprised that they don't 
have access to their students grades or progress in the same way that they 
would in a regular high school class. And, that's understandable; this is 
something new for everyone! If you would like your parent to have access to 
your grades and progress in your Dual Enrollment classes, simply talk to your 
counselor and work on signing a permission form. 


The second situation is when a student's high school needs access to their 
academic record in their college-level courses. Most often, this comes up in the 
spring semester of a student's Senior year, and another college they've been 
accepted to asks their high school for a progress report. If this is the case for 
you, simply reach out to your counselor, and the two of you can sign a release 
for your academic information. 
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DUAL ENROLLMENT FUTURES 


Tracks, Pathways, and 
Transfers 


Dual Enrollment courses are often 
offered in the context of various tracks 
and pathways. This means that the 
course you take in your freshman year 
of high school sets you up for a series of 
future courses in your sophomore, 
junior, and senior years, resulting in a 
degree, or a significant portion of one. 
You're not obligated to take courses on 
a DE pathway, but it can help to know 
about them, even if you don't want to 
follow one. 


Many high schools offer pathways in two 
basic configurations: one that sets you up to 
transfer to a four-year college, and one that 
sets you up to finish a degree from Mendocino 
College. For instance, you can complete a fire 
sciences or nursing degree from start to finish 
at Mendo. That pathway is referred to as a 
“career pathway," because when you've 
completed your work at Mendocino College, 
you're ready for the workforce. Completing an 
AA for transfer in English, however, isn't the 
end of the line - that means that you'll transfer 
to a secondary institution to finish your 
coursework. 


No matter which you choose, Dual Enrollment 
can get you started early, with some students 
completing at AA degree even before they've 
finished high school! 
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Other R 


Behavioral Health 


Mendocino College offers 
Behavioral Health services, 
including therapy, at every 
campus and online. For more 
information about scheduling, 
please visit the Counseling Center 
website at 
https://www.mendocino.edu/supp 
ort-services/health-and-wellness 


Library 


Mendocino College's Library 
is at your disposal! Access to 
hundreds of thousands of 
texts and top-of-the-line 
academic research 
databases, the librarians are 
here to help to use it all. 
Check out more at 
https://www.mendocino.edu/l 
ibrary 


Student Services and 
Resources 


Labs 


Writing and Math Labs are free, 
zero-credit, drop-in courses 
offered at every Mendocino 
College Campus and online. They 
offer one-on-one help with any 
work you bring in (including non- 
Mendocino College coursework!). 
You can sign up with your 
counselor, and access the Labs 
on-ground at Mendocino College, 
or online. For for information, 
reach out to your nearest 
Mendocino College registration 
department, or ask your high 
school counselor. 


Basic Needs 


Basic Needs includes our Food 
Pantry, Hygiene Kits, Tech 
Resources, Childcare, and more! 
To learn more, stop by your local 
campus, or visit 
https://www.mendocino.edu/supp 
ort-services/services/basic-needs 
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Calendar 


MENDOCINO COLLEGE ACADEMIC CALENDAR 
2023-2024 


June 

12 Summer session begins 

19 Holiday - Juneteenth 

July 

4 Holiday- Independence Day 


August 

3 Summer session ends 

18 Inservice Day (no classes) 
21 Fall Semester begins 


28 Instructor permission required to add semester-length 


classes 


September 


Add and Refund deadline for semester-length classes 


(Petition required after this date to add) 
4 Holiday - Labor Day 


22 Non-holiday Observance of Native American Day 


November 

10 Holiday - Veteran's Day (Observance) 
Deadline to apply for Fall graduation 
2 No Classes - Pre-Thanksgiving 

23-24 Holiday - Thanksgiving 


December 
15 Fall Semester ends 
18-31 Winter Break 


January 

2-12 Winter Break Continues 

15 Holiday - Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
19 Inservice Day (no classes) 

2 Spring Semester begins 


29 Instructor permission required to add semester length classes 


February 


2 Add and Refund deadline for semester-length classes 


(Petition required after this date to add) 
16 Holiday - Lincoln Day 
19 Holiday- Washington Day 


March 

09 Instructional Day 

12 Mandatory Flex Day (no classes) 
25-29 Spring Break 


29 Non-holiday Observance of Cesar Chavez Day 


April 

2 Deadline to apply for Spring Graduation 
May 

24 Spring Semester ends 

24 Commencement 

27 Holiday- Memorial Day 


Fuli-Semester-Length Class Deadlines 
fall semessor Spring semester 
Refund September 1 February 2 
Add September 1 February 2 
Dropw/oW September 1 February 2 
Pass/No Pass September 22 February 22 
Orco w/ W November 17 Aord 26 


for Summer Session and Short-Term. classes, 
dates ate calculated by the variables below: 


Refund 10% of course length 

Add 20% of course length 
Drogw/oW 20% of course length 
Pass/No Pass 30% of course length 


JUNE 2023 DECEMBER 2023 


a2 2 
456 789% 


1 13 14 15 16 17 10 11 12 13 14 
18 20 21 22 23 24 17 
25 26 27 28 22 24 


JULY 2023 


1 
23056783 
9 30 11 12 13 14 15 
18 19 20 21 22 
25 26 27 28 29 


6 7? 8 9 10 11 12 


13 4 15 16 17 19 
zla 22 23 24 25 26 


27 28 29 30 Bi 


10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
17 18 19 20 21 2232) 
2 25 26 27 28 29 30 


OCTOBER 2023 


123456 
8 9 10 11 12 13 
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 


56 7 8 9 10 11 
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 


FALL 82 instructional Days 
SPRING: 8 instructional Days 


Mandatory Flex Days (Plus 8 individual Flex days) 
Holidays 


Local Holidays Winter & Spring Breaks 


l Semester begins Nu classes 
I 
mmie mester ends gr A Day 


Adopted 11/09/22 
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Thank You 


